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Volume 15, Number 12
NEWS BITS

by Kathy Regan

On November 5, M anhattan Federal Court Judge Miriam
Cedarbaum denied Joe Doherty bail citing that he would flee
and go into hiding. Doherty’s lawyer Stephen Somerstein
charged the denial of bail to Doherty cast a shadow on the U.S.
Constitution. "It is clearly an ill omen for everyone....The Court
said that a person can be held indefinitely without charges or
conviction. That does not bode well for our Constitution." John
Finucane, National President of the American Irish Political
Education Committee, expressed strong concern that Judge
Cedarbaum’s decision was the result of pressure from govern
ment sources who are more concerned with satisfying Britain’s
Margaret Thatcher, than they are with seeing that justice is
done. Support for Joe Doherty, according to theNiew York Post,
includes several mayors, 10 US senators, 109 Congressmen, at
least 1.5 million Irish-Americans and some 14 million union
members who have urged his release. Doherty’s lawyers will
appeal the decision. (AIN-PEC 11/6/90)
On September 27, the Committee for the Administration of
Justice laxmched a pamphlet which included proposals for a
Northern Ireland bill of rights. A spokesman for the Commit
tee said that they were arguing the need for a bill of rights in the
north which would assert fundamental rights and liberties. It
would guarantee freedom of speech and of the press, and
freedom of peaceful assembly and association. The Committee
chairperson, Ms. Jean Craig, said that such a bill would protect
individuals’ rights against government infringement and might
make peaceful methods of political protest more attractive.
(Irish Times, 9/28/90)....The West Midlands Prevention of
Terrorism Research and Welfare Association claims that over
50,000 people, most of them Irish, are detained each year under
the Prevention of Terrorism Act. They described recently
released Home Office figures projecting the number of de
tainees at less than 250 per year as “deceptive.” “As the Home
Office still refuses to include in their figures the number of
people, mostly Irish, who are held for less than one hour and
then released without charge, we must point out the deceptive
nature of the statistics.” (Anderstown News, 8/25/90)....Over
200 gardai and members of the armed Emergency Response
Unit from Dublin were on duty in Limerick on September 21 to
protect the former British Prime Minister, Mr. Edward Heath,
in Limerick to address a Junior Chamber dinner. About 50
protestors, some carrying placards reading “Remember Bloody
Sunday” were also present, but the police kept them about a
quarter of a mile from where Heath was speaking. (Irish Times,
9/22/90)...."IreIand ranks in 26th place in the latest interna
tional league of alcohol consumption, trailing several liters
behind the top consumer, France, and the other front-runners
“ the East and West Germanys and Spain....The UK is ranked
20th place.(Irish Times, 10/12/90)-~A Lurgan laborer, stopped
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BESSIE ELLIS HUNGER STRIKE
On November 3 the PEC sent a special action request to all
members who registered on their membership renewalforms as
letter writers. The action request, in the form o f a Reproduce &
Distribute article, requested several actions including contacting
PM Charles Haughey, the Irish Embassy and our news media.
On October 10 Dessie Ellis began a himger strike to protest
the Dublin High Court’s ruling in favor of his extradition to
Britain. The British extradition warrants allege that Ellis had
explosives in Britain between Jan. 1,1981 and Oct. 27,1983 and
that he conspired to cause explosions during that period.
On July 30,1990, when Judge Hamilton rejected Ellis’s ap
peal, he ignored the fact that Ellis has never been in Britain and
so he could not have had explosives in Britain at any time.
During that time, Ellis was either in the US awaiting deporta
tion for illegal entry or in Dublin, under the careful watch of the
Police and reporting 3 times weekly to the local police station.
No Irish government should ever extradite an Irish national
to Britain. In England, since 1989,14 Irish-born nationals,the
Guildford Four, Maguire Seven, and the Winchester Three,
have been exonerated of offenses related to the civil rights
struggle in Northern Ireland. They were convicted and impris
oned for offenses they did not commit. One of the victims died
in prison.
Dessie Ellis’s final appeal will be heard on Nov. 8. If his
appeal is denied and he is to be extradited, he will immediately
stop taking water. He is on a hunger strike to the death.
FOR HUNGER STRIKE INFORMATION CALL (914) 9472726. FOR ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN CALL THE PEC
TELEPHONE HOTLINE - (914) 429-7849.______________
at a roadblock by uniformed officers, claimed detectives stuffed wads of cash
into his shirt in an attempt to persuade him to supply information. While he
waited as instructed, a silver car with two plainclothes men inside pulled up.
They took him fora drive towards Coalisland. A t one point they opened a
suitcase and said, “There’s up to 50,000 pounds here. We’re prepared to give
it to you if you keep your eyes and ears open.” The victim stated, “I had my
arms folded and they started to pile the money into my arms and down the
front of my shirt.” After three hours, he was driven back and given
instructions on how to contact the officers again. (Irish News, 8/30/
90)....Three skeletons, discovered in an Office of Public Works excavation on
the site of a new Garda barracks in Drogheda, have recently been examined
and may provide physical evidence of the Cromwellian massacre there in
1649. The examination revealed that they were beaten to death. The
skeletons were found buried together and had died from blows to the back of
the skull. (Irish Times, 9/21/90X....The Irish government’s Minister for
Justice and Communications, Mr. Burke, announced that the government will
issue a stamp next year for the commemoration of the 75th anniversary of the
Easter Rising. (Irish Times, 9/29/90) Will this be the sum total of Dublin’s
recognition of the 1916 Easter Rising? There has been much speculation as
to whether or not Dublin will acknowledge the anniversary at all. The 50th
fiAAiversary was widely publicized and celebrated but there appears to be an
attempt to keep the 75th very low-key. Whatever Dublin does, at least people
w to attend the New York St. Patrick’s Day Parade will be reminded of it. The
parade is dedicated to “The Men of 1916.”
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FROM THE EDITOR
People the world over find it rather hypocritical when a British
government minister condemns human rights violations commit
ted by another nation. A n d why not?
The British government’s current record o f human rights viola
tions in that tiny colony o f Northern Ireland, practiced against the
nationalist community as a whole, and to a lesser degree against
some segments o f the working-class Unionist community, and
historically in the whole o f Ireland, is unsurpassed by none.
Britain’s record, often condemned by the Soviet Union, would
have shamedthelikes o f even Hitler and Stalin. She has resorted
to mass murder, torture, censorship, shoot to kill, juryless courts,
politics o f exclusion, discrimination o f every sort. Britain has
even attempted genocide. Worst o f all, she has done all this in the
name o f democracy.
Britain tells the world that such measures are necessary in order
to combat the Irish Republican Army, a gperilla organization
which, accordingto British government sources, has only between
300 and 400 members. I f this is so, then why does the British
government deny hundreds o f thousands o f people their human
and civil rights (40% o f the population)? Human rights viola
tions existed long before the current uprising started in 1968 and
have gone largely unreported to the British public.
What Britain does not tell the world is that she is defending
something that is immoral and comipt and unacceptable in the
eyes o f the whole world. What she is defending is the bigotry,
racial hatred, and exploitation o f Orangeism (too often blamed
on the Protestant people), which Britain itself created. Britain’s
mling class has never been able to accept the Irish as equals.
The British people, because o f British government policies, are
paying a heavy price. Britain’s once unchallenged “democratic
image” is no longer taken for granted. Britain’s tactics and
policies are coming under closer scmtiny from other European
nations, even more so since the democratization o f Eastern Eu
rope. They will be seen as a menace to the “New World Order. ”
The British government may still control our State Depart
ment’s foreign policy on Northern Ireland, but she is losing the
respect and support o f the American public. In village after
village, town after town, state after state, American legislators are
supporting the MacBride Principles as a means o f voicing their
opposition to British injustices in Northern Ireland.

PEC LIBRARY & RESEARCH CENTER
We are grateful to member Marie Walsh of Brooklyn, New
York who recently donated over 100 books to the PEC’s
American Irish Library & Research Center. Our Center now
has over 550 books, much research material and videos.
The lending Library and Research Center is open to the
public from 9am to 5pm, Monday thru Saturday.
If you would like to donate materials to our Center, please
contact the PEC - (914) 947-2726,______________________

OFFENSIVE SITUATIONS — Action Request #2
by Kevin P. Murphy, Massachusetts PEC State Director
Member Virginia Brady of Huntington Beach, California ad
vises us of a real shocker which appeared in USA TODAY
on October 17,1990. Under the bold headline IRA ATTACK

The American Irish PEC
founded 1975
National President................................................... John J. Rnucane
Vice-President..............................................................................AlbertDoyle
Treasurer................................................................................. MargaretFerris
Recording Secretary.................................................................. KathyRegan
Rnancial Secretary.......................................................Tom Sheridan

American Irish Newsietter
E ditor............ John J. R nucane
Assistant Editors: Sandy Carlson................................Albert Doyle
Stephanie R nucane...................................KathyRegan
National Headquarters: Malloy Building
Stony Point. N.Y. 10980, (914) 947-2726
WESTERN REGIONAL DIRECTOR: Dr. Roger Me Grath.1311 Rancho
U ne,T housand Oaks, CALIFORNIA 91362-(805) 497-6407.
STATE DIRECTORS: Jack O'Brien, 11109 Belton Street, Upper Marlboro,
MARYLAND 20772-(301)336-5167; Leah Curtin, Hlibernian Ufe, 790
Cleveland Avenue, Suite 221, St. Paul, MINNESOTA 55116-(612)6903888; Kathy Regan, 3045 Grand Concourse, Bronx, NEW YORK 10468(2 1 ^ 365-0213; Kevin Mulligan, 21 Miami Street, Nashua, NEW HAMP
SHIRE 0 3 0 ^ (6 0 3 ) 883-4777; Frank O'Day, 21 Pierce Lane, Madison,
CONNECTICUt06443-(203)245-4739; Kevin P. Murphy, P.O. Box 8895,
J.F. Kennedy Station, Boston, MASSACHUSETTS 02114-(617)284-0723;
Bob West, 683 Walnut Road, W auconda, IILLINOIS60084-(708)526-6520;
Terry Deem Reilly, 1123 Clarkson, Denver, COLORADO80218-(303)8379443; Jo e O'Neill 1376 21st Avenue, San Francisco, CALIFORNIA 94122(415)681-8734; Kevin Murphy, 9685 Sunny Isle Cir„ Boca Raton, FLORIDA33428-(305)488-1526; Ned A Delaney, 1211 El Grande St., U fayette,
INDIANA 47905-(317)474-2546; Susan Catt, 2292 N. Ironwood, #110,
Apache Junction, ARIZONA85220-(602)983-6371; Larry Doyle, 46 B 2007
Betz Rbad, Bellevue, NEBRASKA 68005-(402)292-5291, Phil Chaney,
663 W est 70th Street. Kansas City, MISSOURI 64113 - (816) 363-6523;
Kathy Whitford, 1270 St. Charles, Lakewood, OHIO 44107 - (216) 5290670; Andy Kelly, 168 S Coeur D'Alene Street-102E, Spokane,
WASHINGTON 99204 - (509) 747-7431; John Hatch. 302 North Bedford
Street, Carlisle, PENNSYLVANIA 17014 - (717)249-4217
NATIONAL MACBRIDE PRINCIPLES CONSULTANT: Tom O'Raherty,
RFD # 6 , Box 153, Laconia, NEW HAMPSHIRE 03246 - (603) 528-5733
LABOR LIAISON: Kevin Garvey, lUOE Local 8 91,560W est 169 Street New
York, NEWYORK 10032-(212)281-7172.
NATIONALORGANIZER:Pete Foley. 3177 Villa Avenue #3H , Bronx, NEW
YORK 10468-(212)933-7196.
STUDENT ORGANIZER: Stephanie Finucane, AlPEC, Malloy Building,
Stony Point, NY 10980 - (914) 947-2726.
Supported in part by the Emerald Society, NYC Fire Department.

is a report that “Protestant gunmen Tuesday shot dead two
men in separate hit-and-run attacks in Belfast after apparently
choosing their victims at random.” The murderers were proBritish terrorists and the victims were two innocent National
ists. Such incredible errors bring into question USA TODAYS
credibility and professionalism. To protest write: Cathleen P.
Black, Publisher, USA Today, 1000 Wilson Blvd., Arlington,
Va 22229 or call (703) 276-3400......Brian Conway of White
Plains, New York advises us of a nasty dig which appeared in
the November issue of Outside in the article "The United States
vs. Earth First!" by David Quammen. The offensive statement
is as follows: "During long months and years in the backcounitry of Montana and Wyoming, Peacock had come to love Ursus
arctos horribilis the way a drunken Irishman loves Jesus..." To
protest contact: Robert L. Burke, Chairman, Burke Communi
cation Industries, 1165 N Clark Street, Chicago, II60610 or call
(312) 951-0990.
SEND ALL OFFENSIVE SITUATIONS TO Kevin P. Murphy,
PO Box 8895, JFK Station, Boston, MA 02114.

BRITAIN’S ULSTER DEFENSE REGIMENT (UDR)
by Sandy Carlson
In September 1969, the British government’s Cameron Commis
sion confirmed breaches of discipline and acts of illegal violence
against civil rights demonstrators by the Royal Ulster Constabu
lary (RUC, Northern Ireland police force). Subsequently, in
October 1969, the Hunt Commission proposed that the govern
ment disband the B-Specials (the then RUC reserve branch),
disarm the RUC, and establish a police reserve.
In response, the British government disbanded the B-Specials
(leaving 60,000 Weapons in private hands) and established the
Ulster Defense Regiment (UDR), a locally based, mainly parttime back-up force for the RUC. The UDR began duty on April
1,1970. By May 1972,2,417 ex-B-Specials were employed in the
UDR.
Some nationalist politicians encouraged Catholics to join the
UDR at its early stages, but Catholic enrollment plummeted
when the British government instituted internment. The sectar
ian nature of the UDR also prevented Catholic enrollment. For
example, on July 12, 1972, loyalists in East Belfast tortured,
branded, stabbed, and shot dead a Catholic member of the UDR.
The advent of the UDR increased the bitterness and hostility
between the two communities. Local loyalists, many who were
appointed to the UDR leadership, now had access to information
and a huge weapons arsenal. Britain’s Special Air Service (SAS)
trained UDR non-commissioned officers in military and intelli
gence collection. At the height of the UDR offensive in 1972,
21.000 troops from Britian and 9,000 UDR soldiers were on
active service in Northern Ireland. By 1983, the ratio shifted to
10.000 British soldiers and 7,200 UDR soldiers. Thus, the UDR
grew from comprising 30 percent of the military in 1972 to 42
percent in 1983. Currently, the UDR has 10,000 soldiers.
With the British government’s 1976 Ulsterization policy came
the UDR’s extended role in patrolling the streets of Northern Ire
land. They are still permitted to patrol their own neighborhoods.
By handling the conflict as a sectarian, internal one, and not as a
political one, the British present the strife in terms of law and
order rather than of political oppression.
In late 1979, Maurice Oldfield (former head of MI6, a British
intelligence unit) was appointed coordinator of British intelli
gence in Northern Ireland. During his appointment, the UDR
attained its own computer facilities and intelligence department.
Loyalist access to arms and information and the patrolling of their
own neighborhoods has for twenty years caused alarm in the na
tionalist community, which is largely excluded from the UDR.
The ease with which paramilitaries can collude with the UDR has
been clear from the start.
UDR man Edward Mcllwaine, one of the Shankill Butchers
(responsible for murdering more people than any other mass
mmderers in British criminal history), was sentenced to ten years
for the attempted murder of one of the Butchers’ nationalist
victims. As a member of the UDR, he had access to security files
and patrolled his own neighborhood,.
In Derry in 1976/77, a Ulster Defense Association (UDA) gang
killed 4 nationalists. UDR member David Hamilton, one of the
gang, was charged with 2 of the killings. He was later acquitted
for the murder and charged only with possessing weapons. In
early 1987, UDR intelligence officer C3ril Rainey pleaded guilty
to manslaughter of a Ulster Volimtary Force (UVF) man killed
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by Shankill Butcher Lennie Murphy in 1982. Rainey was found
guilty of supplying information from UDR files on republicans to
the UVF. Eight of the twenty men arrested and convicted of UVF
membership in 1984 were UDR members.
During the 1980’s, UDR members murdered at least 14 nation
alists. During the same time period more than 120 UDR soldiers
have been convicted for a range of offenses, including supplying
information to loyalist paramilitaries.
The fact that British forces collude with loyalist paramilitaries
to murder nationalists was clearly demonstrated when the UDA
tried to justify its August 24,1989 murder of Loughlin Maginn by
stating that Maginn was in the IRA. The UDA showed a BBC
journalist RUC documents \\ith the names, addresses, and per
sonal details of nationalists in South Down. Maginn was the 15th
victim of pro-British terrorists in 1989.
Four months before the Magiim murder, Joanne Ga\in, a UDR
private, and Cameron Hastie of the Royal Scots Guard were
found guilty of passing on the names, addresses, and photos of na
tionalists to loyalist paramilitaries. They were given 18-month
suspended sentences. Hastie has been reinstated in the regiment
and reassigned as an instructor at a British Army base.
The British established a commission of inquiry to investigate
yet another travesty of justice for which they were responsible.
The Stevens Inquiry, which began in October 1989, was set up to
investigate the disappearance of documents from a locked cabi
net in the Dunmurry RUC Barracks, the alleged leaking of
sensitive material from Ballykinlar UDR base, the leaking of
information leading to the murder of Loughlin Maginn, and any
related matter arising from the inquiry. Mysteriously, onJanuary
5, 1990, Stevens’s office at the RUC barracks outside Carrickfergus burned down. The inquiry was saved only by the fact
that Stevens had copied his information on computer disks stored
in England.
The Stevens Inquiry released its report on May 17,1990. The
report, which proved to be another British-government exercise
in rhetoric, estimated that the personal details of more than 2,000
nationalists were in the hands of loyalist paramilitaries. The files
went missing from the UDR, the RUC and the British Army.
Despite the great number of files missing, the report claimed
that the passing of restricted information was neither widespread
nor institutionalized and that, in the present climate of Northern
Ireland, it is impossible to stop leaks. The report also said
documents in loyalist hands are of the lowest'security rating. Yet
the report makes no mention of the possible need of reviewing
security ratings, since the lowest security rating is attached to
enough information to get a subject killed.In response to the
unsatisfactory Stevens Inquiry, an independent inquiry concluded
that 70 of 113 murders involved collusion.
The government’s rationale is that, in the present climate, leaks
are inevitable. When the "present climate" results in \dolence
against the state, the laissez faire attitude no longer prevails.

JO IN or SUPPORT The American Irish Political
Education Committee (PEC). For information call toll-free
800 777-6807 or write: AIPEC, Malloy Building, Stony Point,
NY 10980.
Published December 1990 by American Irish PEC

BETWEEN
by Sandy Carlson, Reporting from Ireland
“Of all the many Southern support groups which flourished in
abundance in the earlier emotional days of the Northern troubles,
we alone remain... We have kept faith with our Northern people,
supported, even in the worst of times, by the exhortation of that
splendid Northern Presbyterian, John Mitchel, that ‘nothing
matters as long as we don’t give in.’” So speak the members of
BETWEEN, the organization which has served Catholics and
Protestants in the north “together with an admixture of children
and families from disadvantaged homes in the South.”
Since its inception in 1971, BETW EEN \s responsible for many
humanitarian deeds which include: community and intercommu
nity projects, visiting prisons and detention centers in the North
and South at the request of families, youth rehabilitation, arrang
ing legal aid for young people in trouble, assisting families imder
stress, making regular visits to the Northern community, crossborder youth employment exchange schemes, and providing
holidays for women and children of disadvantaged communities
in the North. Since 1971, BETW EEN’s holiday scheme has
hosted more than 5000 Northern children and 1500 adults.
The workers who provide holidays for these people are them
selves members of the community rather than representatives of
political groups. BETW EEN makes a policy of having no policy
regarding the North, for it maintains that the people of the North
are well equipped to think for themselves and solve their own
problems. BETW EEN does not question its volunteers or visitors
regarding their personal, religious, or political values.
My first contact with BETW EEN occurred on the last evening
of the final summer scheme for the Summer of 1990. Immedi
ately, I felt like a welcomed guest at a very large family dinner.
The women laughed over the various events of the week as they

COUNCIL OF PRESIDENTS
OF MAJOR IRISH AMERICAN ORGANIZATIONS
In late 1985, at the request of the PEC, the Council of Presidents
of Major Irish American Organizations (COP) was created.
COP is a loosely structured forum for organizations actively
promoting civil rights for Northern Ireland and Ireland’s reuni
fication, and other related issues. It enables organizations to
share information and to work together on different issues. In
early 1990 representatives of COP participated in high-level
meetings with the State Department and the White House
National Security Council. These meetings represent the highest
level meetings to ever take place between an Administration and
American organizations promoting Ireland’s reunification.
Originally the requirements for membership in COP were that
organizations be actively promoting Irish issues related to North
ern Ireland, that they have in place a national network, have a
national membership and that a representative be present at
meetings. Recently these requirements were modified. The
priority now is for organizations to have a regular means of
communication (network) and a commitment to have their
members actively participate in campaigns that promote justice
such as the MacBride Principles Campaign. A national member
ship is no longer required. In June 1990 the Philadelphia Brehon
Law Society joined COP.

relaxed for their last evening away from the constant pressure and
and conflict of life in Derry. The meal was exceptionally peaceful,
for Michael, a volunteer, was babysitting the children while the
mothers ate.
Later, when the children were in bed, some of the women and
holiday workers went to the pub down the road. On the way,
Theresa provided me with insight into the lives of some of the
women in an effort to explain the importance oiBETW EEN. She
said that most of the women had never before been to a beach,
that few ever had the opportunity to leave their ghettos. Single
parent responsibilities allowed women to seldom, if ever, go out
to the local pubs at home to relax. Family duties combined with
fear of security forces breaking into their homes, were they to go
out, created a situation in which the women were all but prisoners
in their own homes. (In fact, many of the children could not
understand why there were no soldiers at BETW EEN’s gates
when they arrived). Thus, this opportunity to get away, relax, and
laugh was greatly deserved by these isolated women who were
separated from their husbands or whose husbands were political
prisoners.
The importance of the little things, such as the freedom to enter
a shop without first having one’s handbag searched, cannot be
overlooked. As Anne said, “Love, I have no politics . . . We’ve
had enough. We’re really tired of it.”
The next morning, some of the women cried at the thought of
leaving BETW EEN, while others were too busy with their chil
dren to be overwhelmed with farewells. Before she left, Theresa
spoke about her plans to have a loyalist friend gained during the
BF7TLEF//holiday come visit her in the Bogside “on the condi
tion that I don’t tell anyone she’s a Protestant.” Then she referred
to the evening when they all gathered to sing rebel songs “and I
said to her, ‘Love, you have your turn and sing your songs.’ And
she started up with ‘The Sash.’ We just all listened.”
COP certainly has the ability to bring organizations together to
work on issues. At a COP meeing in early November, a united
strategy in support of hunger-striker Dessie Ellis, was developed.
At the June meeting, a motion was adopted whereby each mem
ber organization select a MacBride Principles coordinator. The
function of these people will be to make sure all participating
organizations work together in promoting the MacBride Prin
ciples Campaign. At this meeting it was also agreed to reach out
to other mainstream American Irish organizations inviting their
membership in COP.
c o p ’s primary goal is to have all concerned organizations
working in unity -- promoting the same issues.
The organizations that make up COP are; American Irish
Congress, American Irish PEC, Ancient Order of Hibernians,
Brehon Law Society, Irish American Labor Coalition, Irish American
Unity Conference, Irish Northern Aid, Knights of Equitity, and
the Philadelphia Brehon Law Society.

T H IN K A B O m iT !
I f you m et your US Senator or Conffessperson at a public
event, or just walking the street, would you think to teU h im /
herthatyouare m k satisfied with our Governments failure to
speak out against British injustices in Northern Ireland?
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FROM THE NORTH
by Rev. Des Wilson, Director o f the Conway Mill in Belfast

BRITAIN’S NEW NORTHERN IRELAND FAIR
EMPLOYMENT ACT 1989 - A DISASTER
by Sandy Carlson in Ireland

Observers who criticized the new British Fair Employment leg
islation as inefficient and ineffective and said that it does not
and cannot work were correct. Recently, the Fair Employment
Tribunal in Belfast ruled that it is illegal for employers to
disclose the religion of individual employees.
In other words, it is against the law for employers to give the
Fair Employment Commission information necessary to monitor
fair employment and, thus, balance religious representation in
the workforce. Therefore, built into the legislation is the means
of its own demise and the promotion of discrimination.
One of the team which helped produce this unworkable fair
employment legislation is Margaret Johnston. She was re
cently ordained a Presbyterian minister. She was sent to
Washington, DC for one year and is currently active with the
British government’s new propaganda office there. She ar
ranges trips to Ireland for Presbyterians and others in which the
visitors are brought around to government agencies and given
government handouts. She also arranges trips to the United
States for delegations of bishops and others who support the
British case. As a past employee and a present helper of the
Northern Ireland Office, Johnston will especially direct her
efforts at undermining support for the MacBride Principles
among U.S. religious groups, many of whom support the Prin
ciples strongly.
In the north of Ireland, the MacBride Principles campaign
has been a ray of hope in a dark scene of cynical government.
The British never gave fair employment to Catholics, or to
others who oppose unfair government. They pretended to give
fair employment with their Fair Employment legislation in
1976, legislation which the present opponent of the MacBride
Principles, Rev. Johnston, helped to draft. When even they had
to admit that the legislation did not work, they amended it in the
late eighties. The new legislation was so bad that even the
SDLP and the British Labor Party withdrew support for it. It
is this legislation that was shown in court to be so ineffective as
to be damaging to fair employment. There is little doubt it was
meant to be that way.
The British government brought in the appearance of fair
employment legislation because the success of the MacBride
Principles campaign in the U.S. forced them to do something.
What they did was equivalent to nothing, for they merely
masked discrimination in revised fair employment legislation.
Meanwhile they tried to destroy the campaign so that the
ineffective legislation could deceive people abroad while achiev
ing nothing at home.
It is essential, then, if discrimination is to be defeated in
Ireland, that the MacBride Prindples campaign continue strongfy.
Among the strongest opponents of this peaceful initiative has
been Rev. Cahal Daly, Catholic Bishop of Belfast. This
shocking revelation was made when an investigation into
Bishop Daly’s visit to the U.S., early this year, revealed that he
was campaigning against the Principles. In the course of the in
vestigation it was also discovered that John Hume and Seamus
Mallon had lobbied one US Senator against the MacBride
Principles campaign and had probably lobbied others.
With opponents like these: Rev. Margaret Johnston, an Irish

On October 11,1990 the Fair Employment Tribimal ruled that
it is illegal for employers to disclose information about the
religion of individual employees. This ruling, which arose
because a man who applied for a job at the University of Ulster
alleged he was the victim of religious discrimination, brought
100 cases of individual discrimination to a standstill.
The 1989 Act, which was legislated to stall the successful
American MacBride Principles Campaign, removed the right
of the employer to report the religion of individual employees
to the Fair Employment Commission (FEC). However, if an
employer is prohibited by law from disclosing the religion of an
employee, prosecuting cases of religious discriminatipn be
comes impossible. This was pointed out by the solicitor for the
University, Mr. Harry Caul, who took issue with Section 30 of
the 1989 Act. Section 30 is intended to provide a complainant
access to information about the successful job applicant to
determine whether or not he/she has a case of discrimination.
Section 30 should also protect the right of an employer to
defend him -- or herself if a case is brought against him/her. In
practice, however. Section 30 is a failure.
Caul provided the example that if two Catholics apply for a
job, the unsuccessful candidate who wishes to put forth a case
of religious discrimination cannot find out that his or her
competitor was also a Catholic because the employer cannot
disclose that information. Therefore, the FEC and the com
plainant are stymied. The employer is permitted to ask for the
name of the applicant’s primary school (which indicates the
religion of the applicant) —and must, in order to monitor the
business’s overall hiring practices - but is prohibited by law
from disclosing that information to the agency established to
monitor the business’s practices. The agency becomes ineffec
tive and the employer is free to discriminate.
(Ed. Note: The British government was aware o f this pitfall prior
to enactment o f the legislation.)

USE THE PEC TELEPHONE HOTLINE
(914) 429-7849
Letter writers are uged to use the Hotline. A new letter
writing request is recorded every Sunday night. The
Hotline is in operation 24 hours-a-day, 7 days-a-week.
Presbyterian minister. Rev. Cahal Daly, a Catholic bishop, the
British government suppported by enormous wealth, and oth
ers, it is difficult to understand how the MacBride Principles
campaign could succeed. But it did succeed and it does
succeed. That is a very powerful lesson: that united groups of
citizens, provided they have a just cause, can triumph against
the personal interests of the few and the powerful promoters
protecting an unjust issue within the status quo.
No one could say strongly enough how important it is to
people in Ireland that the MacBride Principles campaign
should continue and flourish. The issue of human justice
against corrupt government is clearer than ever.
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THE PHILADELPHIA NATIVIST RIOTS OF 1844
second thoughts. To protect their homes and shops, and to
by Margaret E. Fitzgerald Ph.D., historian and genealogist
On Friday, May 3, 1844, the American Nativist Party, (aka
American Republican Party), set up a platform in the almost
one hundred percent Irish Third Ward of Kensington, a Phila
delphia suburb. Speakers delivered tirades against the Irish,
the Pope, the Catholic Church, and the immigrants. The theme
was that “a set of citirens, German and Irish, wanted to get the
Constitution of the U.S. into their own hands and sell it to a
foreign power.” The crowd jeered and began to tear down the
platform. The Nativists retreated temporarily.
Philadelphia was a hotbed of nativism for years. The Ameri
can Nativist Party allied itself with the American Protestant
Association in propagating a conspiracy theory: the Pope was
planning to take over America. The Irish were considered the
most dangerous immigrants since they had demonstrated loy
alty to the Pope through centmies of persecution and might rise
on a signal from Rome for either a bloody conquest or a
political takeover at the ballot box.
Leaving the most virulent anti-Catholic rhetoric to some
evangelical Protestant clergy in the American Protestant Asso
ciation, the American Nativist Party claimed that its overriding
concern was good government. It opposed immigrants only
because they corrupted the republican principles of the found
ing fathers. The Nativists drafted a three-plank party platform:
1) . to extend the period of naturalization to twenty-one years;
2) . to elect only native born to all offices; 3). to reject foreign
interference in all institutions, social, religious, and political.
The Nativists who retreated from Kensington on May 3
returned on May 6, now three thousand strong. Speakers
raised the flag and ranted about foreign religious influence in
politics. Few Irish were in attendance since they had been told
at Sunday Mass to go about their business and avoid confron
tation. When a speaker called the Irish “scum unloaded on
American wharfs,” the only disruption was humorous: an Irish
carter, with an innocent air, dumped a load of dirt a dozen feet
from the platform.
Heavy rain sent the crowd scurrying around the corner to
take shelter in Nanny Goat Market. When a speaker jumped
onto a stall and continued with inflammatory remarks, fighting
broke out. The odds of only 30 Irish against 3000 Nativists were
improved when other Irish started sniping from buildings.
Many were injured on both sides and two Nativists were fatally
wounded.
The sheriff and his deputies, who carried only clubs, not
guns, were ineffective. The Nativists broke into houses, tore
apart furniture, destroyed buildings, beat residents, and drove
Irish families into the woods at n i^ t. Two more Nativists were
killed during attacks on a seminary and a church.
The next day the Nativist press called on all good Americans
to defend themselves against “the bloody hand of the Pope.”
Handbills asked every Nativist to come prepared to defend
himself. The Nativists again marched on Kensington and
gunfire was met with gunfire. The invaders spent the night
burning down houses block by block. On Wednesday they
brought their arson tactics to the weavers’ streets. Some Irish
Protestant weavers, who had first sided with their brothers of
the loom rather than their brothers of the Orange Lodge, had

show that they were “patriots,” they displayed American flags
and Native American insignia in their windows.
Flushed with victory, the Nativists again attacked and burned
to the ground St. Michael’s Church and rectory, as well as St.
Charles Seminary. They cheered a falling steeple, while a fife
and drum group played “Boyne Water.” With little left to burn
in Kensington, they marched back to Philadelphia and burned
down St. Augustine’s Church. On the way they passed a
German Catholic Church and never touched it.
Rioting in Irish Kensington was one thing, but rioting in elite
Philadelphia was another, especially when the Mayor was
stoned as he tried to calm the mobs. Martial law was enforced
for a week, Troops guarded churches.
Dublin-born Bishop Francis Kenrick tried to defuse the
situation by closing all chinches on the Sunday after the attacks.
Declaring that it was better to let all churches bum than shed
one drop of blood, he counseled Catholics to take no action and
offer no resistance. He also asked his flock to trust the better
instincts of the government leaders who were making arrests
and having jury trials. The bishop had illusions. The all nonIrish and non-Catholic juries acquitted every Nativist and con
victed Irish Catholics. The grand jury blamed the Irish for the
riots; the alien and ignorant customs of the lowborn Irish were
a provocation to good clean-living Americans.
Following several threats from hostile crowds, the parishoners of St. Philip Neri Church m Southwark, another Philadel
phia suburb, got permission from the governor to form a militia
and draw twenty muskets from the arsenal. Thousands of
enraged Nativists marched on Southwark a day after they had
shown their strength with a gigantic July 4 parade; a parade that
was very pro-American, very anti-Irish, and very anti-Catholic.
St. Philip’s was doomed. The sheriff confiscated the arms of
its Irish defenders. He didn’t dare confiscate the arms of the
Nativists, or the cannons they brought from the docks. The
sheriff accepted the offer of the Nativist leaders to guard the
church if the defenders left. This was like letting the fox guard
the chickens.
The Irish were badly beaten as they were evacuated. The
crowds thronged in, set fires, slashed holy pictures, destroyed
valuable paintings, and desecrated holy objects. The militia
general who belatedly tried to stop the destruction had his
troops fired on and killed. A later commission of inquiry
blamed the general for favoring immigrants and trampling on
the rights of native Americans.
As the attacks continued in Philadelphia, Nativists threat
ened New York City. Tyrone-bom Bishop John Hughes told
the Nativist Mayor that he was sending Irish volunteers to
defend the churches and that, if one Catholic church was
burned, “New York would be another Moscow.” “DaggerJohn” was known to be a man of his word and no churches were
burned.
Yet, the Nativists were not defeated. Winning control in
eastern cities, they reformed in the 1850s as the Know-Noth
ings. The Party itself died out, but Nativist sentiments did not.
The heirs of the Nativists can be found today in groups that are
anti-Catholic, anti-immigrant, and anti-Irish.

BE A LETTER WRITER!
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MACBRIDE CAMPAIGN PHASE II
by John J. Finucane & Tom O’Flaherty
As previously reported, the American MacBride Campaign
has entered Phase II. This stage is an all out effort to win
support at the federal, state and local levels across om nation.
A steering committee has been appointed by the Council of
Presidents of Major Irish American Organizations. Thenfunction will be to unite, coordinate and support all state
MacBride Principles campaigns.
Through this united effort, we will turn the MacBride Cam
paign into a national movement. To enhance this national
movement of Americans, we are strongly recommending that
all new MacBride groups being organized and those already
operating, adopt the name Americans For MacBride. This
name will also enhance our efforts to Americanize the cam
paign - to attract Americans not of Irish extraction.
Plans also call for bringmg together leaders from other
countries, including Canada and Norway, to highlight the
international nature of the MacBride campaign.
MacBride Activities Countrywide - Our agressive cam
paign is expected to be matched by the Northern Ireland
Office (NIO) in Washington, DC. The British will spare no
expense to defeat these basic rights. Already their foreign
agents are traveling around the country trying to stop the
momentum of the campaign.
Repeated attempts to get these British agents to register as
foreign agents have failed due to lack of enforcement by the
Foreign Agents Registration Unit. It appears that our Justice
Department will not enforce these federal mandates.
Foreign agent Sean Neeson travels throughout the US with
out a challenge from our government. Another new face, work
ing for the NIO in Washington in opposition to MacBride, is the
Rev. Margaret Johnston who is a Presbyterian Minister.
On October 21, British agent Sean Neeson addressed a
public meeting on the MacBride Principles at the Trinity
United Methodist Church in Denver. PEC members Tom
Burke, Terry Deem-Reilly, Joan and John Fitzgerald and
Peggy Murphy were present and challenged Mr. Neeson on
several false statements he made concerning the MacBride
Principles. Tom Burke participated in a panel discussion at the
same location on October 28.
Member Bill Whelan, President of the New York City Fire
Department Emerald Society, informs us, that on October 18,
the 6000 member Emerald Society unanimously passed a
MacBride resolution.....Member Tom Galloway of Arizona
informs us that on October 22, through his efforts, the Army &
Navy Union USA Appache Garrison #50 in Arizona, unani
mously adopted a MacBride resolution. The Army & Navy
Union USA is the oldest US war veteran’s organization. Many
Presidents of the United States are honorary members.
At both the above meetings the members present were
thoroughly briefed about the history of Britain’s brutal colonization
of Ireland and their record of discrimination with emphasis on
employment discrimination.
Members Susan Catt, Arizona PEC State Director, and
Nancy Love, advise us that their Americans For MacBride
Committee has commenced a rather impressive MacBride
Principles education campaign in that state. The committee

has on board representation from rhany diverse and non-ethnic
organizations and influential political figures~.~Members Doug
Gamham and Barbara Mclnemey advise us of the formation
of an Americans For MacBride Committee in Orange County,
New York. This committee plans an education program that
includes adoption-of MacBride resolutions by town councils
leading up to passage by the Orange County legislature.
All adopted resolutions will be forwarded by the adopting
body to pertinent federal legislators including House Speaker
Tom Foley and Senate Majority Leader George Mitchell. In
states that have not yet adopted MacBride Principles legisla
tion, copies of the resolution will be sent to pertinent state
legislators. This action will demonstrate grassroots American
support for federal legislation.
Help is needed in Indiana, Texas and Nebraska. In Indiana
contact Ned Delaney, 1211 El Grande St, Lafayette, In 47905
(317) 474-2546 -- in Texas contact Joan Moody, 5747 Spring
Moon, San Antonio, Tx 78247 (512) 656-2666 ~ in Nebraska
contact Larry Doyle, 46B 2007 Betz Rd, Bellevue, Ne 68004
(402) 292-5291. For information concerning other state cam
paigns or to organize a campaign, contact the national office:
American Irish PEC, Malloy Building, Stony Point, NY 10980
or call (914) 947-2726 Monday thru Saturday 9am to 5pm.
CALIFORNIA MACBRIDE PRINCIPLES WORKSHOP
Member Mary O’Donnell advises us that a MacBride work
shop in California has been scheduled for Dec. 7,8 and 9. For
information call Mary at (415) 641-8178.

BOOKS AND VIDEOS, ETC.
BLOOD ON THE SHAMROCK
by Bishop Mark J. Hurley
The tragic situation in Northern Ireland has been well described as the world’s
prototype of an intractable political conflict with correlations in nationalism
and religion. This book explores the current conflict between Ireland and
Great Britain with scholarly impartiality, presenting an able, fair and singu
larly unbiased picture of the Irish scene in which so much blood has been
spilled —Irish, English, Scottish and Welsh.
"A principal casualty of the conflict in the North has been the reputation of
British justice. Prolonged searches of homes without warrant, arrests upon
suspicion, interminable detentions without trial, unpunished police violence,
use of the uncorroborated testimony of informers, invasion of the privilege
against self-incrimination, suspect confessions, and the abolition of trial by
jury are among the evils (the author) sets out as comtemporary happenings.
"When 63 of 64 convictions are set aside on appeal, one cannot resist the
conclusion that something is rotten in the system that led to the convictions
in the first place. (The author) persuasively argues that confidence in
impartial justice must be restored before reconciliation can even be a
possibility." - by John I. Noonan, Judge, United States Court of Appeals,
Ninth Circuit, San Francisco.
A fourth-generation San Franciscan, Mark J. Hurley is a versatile scholar,
university professor and world traveler. After doctoral and graduate work at
Berkeley’s University of California, the Catholic University in Washington,
DC and the Lateran University in Rome, he published books on ChurchState relationships, the role of teachers in society, the threat to privacy in tech
nology, and the morality of the use of recombinant DNA.

Order # MH384 (Hardcover, 384 pp)------------$39.95 + P&H
To Order use Multi-Purpose coupon ou page 6. MAKE
CHECKS PAYABLE to American Irish Awareness Comm.
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ACTION REQUEST # 1
Our letter-writing campaigns to the media are designed to
communicate to them that there is national interest in the
British government’s continuing violation of human rights in
Northern Ireland and that, as Americans, we expect from the
media uncensored coverage of that issue. We are challenging
their professionalism and we will continue to do so!
We will be successful if we do not waver from our efforts.
Remember: One letter to a national institution or national
figure, concerning such an issue as Northern Ireland, repre
sents the views of 1000 people.
Cable News Network (CNN), the most watched news net
work in the US, is known for its presentation of both sides of a
story and its ability to cover the news regularly from many areas
of the world not covered by other major news networks.
Unfortunately, they do not provide regular and unbiased cov
erage of the news from Northern Ireland. We must urge them
to include fair and unbiased coverage on Northern Ireland and
on issues such as Joe Doherty and the MacBride Principles.
All members are asked to write to: R. E. Turner, President,
TBS, Inc., One CNN Center, Atlanta, Ga 30348. Urge your
family, friends, business associates, etc. to do the same. For
yom convenience we print below a sample letter to be used as
a guide or you can simply rewrite it as is. When we work
together we are effective!

I urge that your reputable news network CNN investigate
and report regularly on the causes of violence in Northern
Ireland. That tragic and brutal war will continue unabated
unlei^s it receives fair and unbiased media exposure, which will
prompt the necessary public discussion and political debate.
This is needed to resolve this age-old tragedy. For assistance
call the American Irish PEC (914) 947-2726 in New York.
Sincerely,
Over the past 18 months we have generated many thousands of
letters and postcards to the CBS and NBC TV networks urging
that they provide regular and fair coverage of Northern Ireland.
We want to increase that pressure. To help do this we have
available pre-messaged, pre-addressed postcards to CBS and
NBC.
You can help by having family members, friends, business
associates, etc. sign and mail these cards. If you would like us
to send you 10 postcards (5 each to CBS & NBC), send us a
self-addressed envelope with a $.25 postage stamp affixed.

******** BUMPER STICKERS ********
IRELAND - EUROPE’S
LAST CAPTIVE NATION

Price $1 ea. - 3 or more $.50 ea. To order send check
payable to Al PEC to Malloy Building, Stony Point, NY 10980.
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